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THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fonnal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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7) 13 Claim(s) 10 and 22 is/are objected to. 

8) 0 Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) P The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 
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Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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application from the Intemational Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC§ 112 

1 . Claim 14 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 

It is not clear the dependency of claim 14 since on line 2 of the claim, "13" has been 
deleted. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC§102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

3. Claims 1-8, 11, 13, 15-20 and 23-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Edwards et al. (U.S. patent 3,902,015). 

Regarding claims 1-2, 1 1 and 13, Edwards teaches a loudspeaker assembly that includes 
a speaker diaphragm (78, figures 2), a spinner (10, 28, 30, 32, 34, 36, 42 figures 1-3) defining 
sound wave passing through openings as claimed (figure 2). 

Regarding claims 3-4 and 18-19, Edward shows the hub (30, 86, 87) and the arms (34, 
42) as claimed. 

Regarding claims 5-6, as broadly claimed, Edward shows an electric motor (96, 100) that 
is constructed between the speaker diaphragm (78) and the hub structure. 
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Regarding claims 7 and 20, Edward shows a front plate (72) that defines an aperture in 
alignment with the openings as claimed (figure 2). 

Regarding claims 8, 15 and 24, Edward shows an interior support (81, 100) carried by the 
plate (72) and carrying a spinner drive, and a mounting ring (70, 94) as claimed. 

Regarding claims 16-17 and 23, Edwards teaches a loudspeaker assembly that includes a 
speaker diaphragm (78, figures 2), a spinner (10, 28, 30, 32, 34, 42 figures 1-3) defining sound 
wave passing through openings as claimed (figure 2) and a rotary drive (36) as claimed. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC§ 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 9, 12 and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Edwards et al. (U.S. patent 3,902,015). 

Regarding claims 9 and 21, Edwards shows the arms (34, 42) and lacks the teaching of 
varying widths along arm lengths as claimed. However, it would have been obvious to one 
skilled in the art to provide any widths for the arms (34) such as varying widths along arm 
lengths which extend generally for better accommodating the size of the shaft and better passing 
the sound waves in the sound path. 

Regarding claim 12, Edwards shows a drive (36) that rotates the spinner as claimed. 

Allowable Subject Matter 
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6. Claims 10 and 22 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base 
claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not rehed upon is considered pertinent to apphcant's 
disclosure. 

Leslie (U.S. patent 3, 174,579) teaches a rotary hom tremolo unit. 

Schwendener (U.S. patent 3,315,760) teaches acoustic damping drive for pulsato rotor. 

Leslie et al. (U.S patent 4,253,368) teaches a universal pulsato unit. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to HUYEN D. LE whose telephone number is (703) 305-4844. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 9:30AM-6:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, CURTIS KUNTZ can be reached on (703) 305-4708. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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